RICE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
JUNE 2, 2015
The duly advertised regular meeting of the Rice Township Board of Supervisors was held on Tuesday, June 2,
2015, at the Rice Township Municipal Building, 3000 Church Road, Mountaintop. Copies of the Agenda and
Treasurer Reports were available to the public. The meeting was called to order by Chair Marcia Thomas at
7:00 p.m. It is announced that the meeting will be recorded for preparing the minutes. Interior cameras are also
recording the video.
It is announced that an executive session regarding personnel was held on May 20th at 6:00 p.m., and a second
session is pending.
A public work session was held on June 2nd at 6:30 p.m. but there was no business before us.
ROLL CALL: Stella Taney Thomas -

Here
Here
Here

Also present were: Please see attached sign in sheet.
Received Treasurer's Report: For the month of May, the General fund had an income of $96,437.70, expenses
totaled $85,004.87. In the Liquid Fuels account, we had expenses of $440.55. In the Recreation fund, we had
expenses of $250.00. Bills to be paid total $19,913.62.
Balances as of May 31, 2015:
General Checking: $157,560.90
Liquid Fuels Checking: $49,595.14
Recreation Checking: $3,727.75

General Money Market: $150,360.22
Liquid Fuels Money Market: $50,059.11
Recreation Money Market: $10,012.71

Total Cash on Hand: $421,315.83
MOTION by Thomas, second by Taney, to accept the Treasurer's Report as presented, and all bills to be paid.
ROLL CALL: Stella - Yes
Taney - Yes
Thomas - Yes
MOTION CARRIED.
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Marcia Thomas announced that Homeowners Guides to Gypsy Moth Management are available to the public.
Karl Kaminski asked why residents have to pay for spraying when there is over $400,000 in the treasury.
Marcia Thomas stated that residents may pay for spraying if they wish, but it is not required. Mr. Kaminski
asked if the Township plans on doing anything about the problem. Marcia stated that, to her knowledge, no
municipality within Luzerne County is being treated. The County did not budget anything for this issue; Rice
Township did not budget anything for this issue. She stated that she would be willing to look into the
possibilities of spraying, but we're presenting information to the public because we were asked about it. Marcia
added that she has no idea what the spraying service would cost. Karl Kaminski explained that the public asked
about it probably because they expected some government authority to do something about it like they have in
1

RICE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
JUNE 2, 2015
the past. He stated that residents who drive down Heslop Road can see the leaves disappearing from the trees.
Marcia Thomas said that she sympathizes completely with all the rest of the municipalities in the area that are
experiencing the same thing. She stated that it never occurred to her that we would do something alone, as a
municipality, but she doesn't mind looking into it.
Mark Manosky asked if the Township could go to the County to see what can be done. He stated that this is a
health hazard; a lot of waste is coming down on houses, people are walking through it and tracking it into their
homes. Mr. Manosky asked if the Board could push someone in the County to spray.
MOTION by Thomas, second by Stella, to apply to the County and ask them to enact some kind of emergency
spraying program and ask that they respond immediately.
ROLL CALL: Stella - Yes
Taney - Yes
Thomas - Yes
MOTION CARRIED.
MOTION by Stella, second by Thomas, to send letters to Representative Mullery and Senator Baker explaining
the emergency situation created by Gypsy Moth caterpillars.
ROLL CALL: Stella - Yes
Taney - Yes
Thomas - Yes
MOTION CARRIED.
Al Bierzynski stated that next year it will be a lot worse than this year. Marcia Thomas added that at one time
in the past, Nuangola Road had safety concerns caused by an over-abundance of Gypsy Moth caterpillars
covering the road.
BUSINESS MATTERS:
MOTION by Thomas, second by Taney, to accept the Minutes of the regular meeting on May 5, 2015.
ROLL CALL: Stella - Yes
Taney - Yes
Thomas - Yes
MOTION CARRIED.
Received the Roadmaster's Report for May 2015: The Public Works Department has started cutting grass,
started taking care of the parks. PennEastern was asked to look at the intersection at Deer Rack Drive and
Aspen Drive in Laurel Lakes. The Township is looking into options for drainage at that problem area.
Engineer Pasonick stated that there are no storm water facilities at that site. He does not recommend building
up the road, as that would just push the water from one property to another. There would need to be a
conveyance system installed to redirect storm water to a water source. It will be quite involved; Engineer
Pasonick explained that there will be a feasibility study done to get a cost estimate. Mark Taney stated that the
problem in Pennsylvania now, is that a domino effect is created when you try to divert water for one property
owner--the next property owner suffers and the process begins again. The water must be conveyed all the way
to the waters of Pennsylvania. Marcia Thomas stated that it would not be precedent setting in Laurel Lakes to
assist property owners, as it has been done for other residents on Aspen Drive. Miller Stella stated that there
have been a lot of water problems in Laurel Lakes. He agreed with Engineer Pasonick about storm drainage;
Miller commented that a good deal of storm drainage wasn't even installed in Laurel Lakes. As the former
Roadmaster, Mr. Stella did some work with drainage to divert the water. He stated that it is a tough situation,
but something the Board should look at in the future. Mark Taney added that the underground utilities in the
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area make the situation even more difficult. Most of the utility companies cannot easily locate their lines in
Laurel Lakes. The Township has no record of the installation of utilities, as the development was taken over by
the Township after it was built. Miller Stella added that a lot of the utility lines are in the Township right of
way, which creates a problem if the Township wishes to put in swale to control water flow. Mark Taney
continued that the Public Works department is continuing with pothole patching. They are doing some brush
cutting as well.
MOTION by Taney, second by Stella, to authorize PennEastern Engineers to look into drainage improvements
at the corner of Deer Rack Drive and Aspen Drive.
ROLL CALL: Stella - Yes
Taney - Yes
Thomas - Yes
MOTION CARRIED.
MOTION by Stella, second by Thomas, to accept the Roadmaster's Report as presented.
ROLL CALL: Stella - Yes
Taney - Yes
Thomas - Yes
MOTION CARRIED.
Received the Police Report for May 2015: 304 Incidents, 170 Complaints, 8 Accidents, 50 Assist Calls, 14
Traffic Citations, 1 Parking Ticket, 3 Criminal Arrests (2 Juvenile Arrest for Unauthorized use of a vehicle and
1 DUI). Chief Franks explained that the Police Department has been focusing on problem areas in regards to
speeding. He stated that their presence in the developments isn't primarily for writing tickets, but to slow cars
down and make the area safer.
MOTION by Thomas, second by Taney, to accept the Police Report as presented.
ROLL CALL: Stella - Yes
Taney - Yes
Thomas - Yes
MOTION CARRIED.
Received the Zoning Officer Report: 3 New Homes, 1 Fence, 1 Polebarn, 2 Driveway repaves--$785.00. Bob
Pipech explained that private contractors hired to blacktop driveways haven't been obtaining necessary zoning
permits prior to performing the work. Miller Stella recommended amending our Pave Cut Ordinance to include
a citation provision for those doing work without a permit. Marcia Thomas stated that she believes that
provision is already included. According to State laws, we regulate our own rights of way. Anyone who wants
to tie into our roads has to get a Highway Occupancy Permit from us and present designs if we feel it is
necessary. We could even require Stormwater Management plans in some cases. Solicitor Dean stated that it is
under the Zoning Officer's authority to cite contractors doing work without permits. Marcia Thomas advised
Bob Pipech to contact the Solicitor as needed when this type of problem presents itself. Mr. Pipech
recommended a more proactive stance; notices should be sent to contractors warning them of strict penalties if
the Ordinances are not followed. He stated that any work that is done without inspection becomes a safety issue
for other residents. Miller Stella further explained that one of the contractors was installing a drainage pipe that
may not have had the correct pitch. Marcia Thomas stated that the Township has the authority to make the
contractors remove anything that becomes and obstruction, call in the Engineer to inspect the work, and then
charge the contractor for legal fees.
Denise Manosky asked about the responsibility of the homeowner in these situations. Miller Stella advised that
the contractor should know to come and get a permit. Bob Pipech stated that the homeowner would pay for it in
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the long run. Denise stated that the homeowner should make sure the contractor has all necessary permits
before starting a job.
Bob Pipech notified Solicitor Dean that the bond for Burma Road was received. Engineer Pasonick provided
the Township with a video of the road. The contractor was asked to notify the Zoning Officer prior to
beginning the project.
MOTION by Thomas, second by Taney, to accept the Zoning Report as presented.
ROLL CALL: Stella - Yes
Taney - Yes
Thomas - Yes
MOTION CARRIED.
MOTION by Stella, second by Taney, to contact to all frequent contractors working on driveways in Rice
Township to be aware of strict enforcement of the Driveway Pave Ordinance.
ROLL CALL: Stella - Yes
Taney - Yes
Thomas - Yes
MOTION CARRIED.
The Planning Commission did not have a quorum for the regularly scheduled May meeting. Only two members
were present; two developers came in to make presentations. They were allowed to speak, but no action could
be taken in the absence of a quorum. Solicitor Dean advised that it is acceptable to have an alternate member;
this member would vote only in the absence of a quorum. Marcia Thomas explained that a Board member
always sat on the Planning Commission until recently.
Miller Stella stated that the Board should seek applications from all interested parties. Mark Taney explained
that Marcia Thomas attends the meetings regularly; he believes Marcia to be an excellent alternate. Miller
Stella stated that it may be a conflict of interest. Solicitor Dean stated that Supervisors are allowed to sit on the
Planning Commission.
MOTION by Stella, second by Taney, to name Marcia Thomas an alternate member of the Planning
Commission, voting only in the absence of a quorum, for a term of 4 years.
ROLL CALL: Stella - Yes
Taney - Yes
Thomas - Yes
MOTION CARRIED.
Mountain Top Area Joint Sanitary Authority Minutes from April 13th are available to the public.
Wright Township Volunteer Fire Company Report is available to the public (Read by Miller Stella): The
Wright Township Fire Department responded to 34 incidents in the month of May 2015 which includes motor
vehicle accidents and several structure fires. We assisted multiple agencies and were assisted by other agencies.
A final bazaar meeting was completed and items have been finalized for the June event. Members have
continued assisting St. Jude's with grounds prep. A mailer was sent out to property owners and residents in both
Wright and Rice Township. The letter outlined our bazaar and the events for the weekend along with providing
everyone an opportunity to purchase a chance to win a Big Ticket item. The response has been outstanding as it
was last year and we would like to thank the residents for the support. The fireman's parade has been cancelled
for 2015 and a fire fighter appreciation night on Friday has been added. Please see our website
www.wtvfd.com for details on the home page or on the bazaar tab. We have also added a free glow necklace
night on Saturday to all children 12 years of age or younger while supplies last. The limit is one per child.
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Maintenance was done on all apparatus and the building and grounds. Brush 3 was placed into service for use
by our department. It was an acquired vehicle and is utilized in cooperation with DCNR. Wright Township and
District 11 Wild Land Crew will be utilizing this vehicle for wild land fire response in our coverage area and
many others."
Felicia Bierzynski asked if the 34 incidents reported were all in Rice Township. Mark Gusditis stated that the
number is not only calls run in Rice Township.
Wright Township Fire Police Incident Recap is available to the public.
The Board was polled prior to making a payment for the flowers.
MOTION by Thomas, second by Taney, to ratify a payment made to George Burger & Sons in the amount of
$568.78 to supply the Mountain Top Garden Club with flowers to be planted at the Municipal Building.
ROLL CALL: Stella - Yes
Taney - Yes
Thomas - Yes
MOTION CARRIED.
MOTION by Taney, second by Stella, to make a payment in the amount of $9,539.01 to the Wright Township
Volunteer Fire Department for the second quarter payment of 2015 under the contract that was approved in
2013. Check will be issued June 30, 2015.
ROLL CALL: Stella - Yes
Taney - Yes
Thomas - Yes
MOTION CARRIED.
MOTION by Thomas, second by Taney, to advertise Ordinance 2015-1, declaring Rice Township's formal
membership in the PSATS Unemployment Compensation Trust, as requested by PSATS.
ROLL CALL: Stella - Yes
Taney - Yes
Thomas - Yes
MOTION CARRIED.
Marcia Thomas stated that there has been a lot of discussion over the past month or so regarding what road
project to put out for bid this year. She asked the other Supervisors what they would like to do. Miller Stella
would like PennEastern to look at Fairwood Boulevard and Aleksander Boulevard for resurfacing only. Mark
Taney asked about base repair. Miller replied that he doesn't believe the Township should perform any more
base repair on those roads, as a lot of money was spent on base repair last year. Engineer Pasonick did not
recommend just an overlay as certain portions of the roads are crumbling. Miller Stella said that if it was a
minor base repair, he would agree. Pasonick asked if there is a budget that needs to be followed. Marcia
Thomas stated that a budget for this project is not something that should be addressed at a public meeting. She
stated that the 5-year plan has already explained PennEastern's proposal. Miller stated that Rice Township has a
working budget and the Board should stay within that budget.
Solicitor Dean verified with the Board that all agreed to Fairwood and Aleksander Boulevards. He suggested
the Motion be read to have the Engineer put together a package to bid the two roads with any necessary base
repair, and before it goes out to bid, come up with an Engineer's estimate and present it to the Board to
authorize the bid. It would be contingent upon the Board being satisfied. Engineer Pasonick stated that
estimated can be provided for repair of both roads. He advised that an overlay would be quite costly, as it is just
a large volume of asphalt. The Board agreed that the best way to go is to have alternates in the bidding process.
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Marcia Thomas explained that she has driven both roads at least 4 times in the last couple of months. The roads
were built on a swamp by order of the state, so it will be a continuous issue. Miller Stella added that the courts
allowed the roads to be constructed in that location, so the Board of Supervisors is not at fault. Marcia stated
that the immediate entrance into Woodberry to the start of the curbing is her first concern. The area between
Catalpa and Basswood is her second concern. Mark Taney explained that no base repair was done in those
areas, that the damage just showed up this year. Miller Stella agreed with those areas and added that he'd like to
see Fairwood Boulevard finished before he leaves office. He stated that Fairwood should receive minor base
repair and an overlay, while Aleksander should get an overlay. Marcia said that depending on what happens in
the bidding process, if we can do another project that will address other areas that need repair, we can look at
that down the road. She asked Engineer Pasonick about a time table--if it would be possible to open the bids
before the July meeting. Andy Pasonick responded that he would have to look at the advertising requirements,
but should be able to set something up before the next meeting. Miller Stella stated that he would like to have
the work done before the snow this year.
Bob Pipech spoke to Engineer Pasonick regarding a previous repair to Fairwood Boulevard. He asked why the
base repair is so extensive, and so expensive, when heavy trucks are still going to be travelling the road. Mr.
Pipech asked why the Engineer recommends going down 10 inches. Engineer Pasonick replied that the
Township Ordinance calls for 4" of BCBC and 6" of 2A. Marcia Thomas stated that those specifications are for
new construction. Pasonick explained that he was directed to build to Township standards; at minimum, the
Township could go down 3 inches and put BCBC down, which would still qualify as PennDOT Standards. He
stated that the Township could save 20% by cutting an inch off the original specifications. Marcia Thomas
stated that she was not aware of the directions given to the Engineer, and she does not know of any municipality
that repairs 30 year old roads to a brand new development road standard. Dorrance put a project out to bid for a
mile of Prospect Road for 1 1/2" mill and Superpave wearing surface, not a 10" rebuild. Engineer Pasonick
explained that certain roads can be done this way, but advised that Fairwood Boulevard would break up in a
couple of years if some necessary base repair is not completed.
Joan Pipech asked Miller Stella what was done to the road near her house, located between Fairwood and
Aleksander Boulevards. She stated that since Miller Stella repaired that portion of the road, it has been fine.
Miller explained that the repair was done to 300 feet with a wearing course and a slight crown with Superpave
on top. Those repairs were done 4 years ago. Mrs. Pipech asked why big holes were dug, filled in, and then
parts around them blown out. Miller Stella stated that he has no problem with very minor base repair; the
Township has a working budget and needs to stay within that working budget. He stated that we cannot change
the earth, and that if every municipality did extensive base repair, every municipality would be broke. Joan
Pipech explained that big trucks are still travelling those roads and sometimes even running over the concrete
divider. Despite the weight of those trucks on those roads, the 300 feet that Miller Stella repaired is still holding
up.
Miller Stella stated that he would like to have PennEastern look at Fairwood and Aleksander Boulevards. He
believes that Aleksander only needs an overlay. He explained that there are 4 pipes underneath that road, which
is built on a swamp, so no matter what is done to that road, it will always heave and bounce. Miller stated that
the Township will be in the same situation in 4 years with those roads. He would like to get a few proposals for
Fairwood Boulevard: one with a mill and an overlay, and one with minor base repair. Mark Taney stated that
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when repairing a road, you want to spend it wisely. At the point when the road is gone from the bottom up, and
there is mud coming up through the blacktop from the spring thaw, there is no base left. He stands behind the
base repair that was done last year; it will stay there a long time. Mark explained that when you do a wearing
course, whether it's an IB2 or a Superpave, it is not meant to be load bearing. If you overlay something with
just top, especially when the road is in the condition that Fairwood and Aleksander are in, you are paying for
expensive crack sealing.
Marcia Thomas stated that we want to ensure that the money that was spent last year is protected by putting a
wearing surface over top. Mark Taney stated that the base repair already has a wearing surface. Marcia
clarified that the rest of the road in that area needs a wearing surface.
MOTION by Stella, second by Taney, to allow PennEastern to advertise for bids and alternates for the
following road repairs: Fairwood Boulevard and Aleksander Boulevard. Pending the Engineers' schedule, the
bids should be opened for review on Wednesday, July 1st and voted upon at the July 7th meeting.
ROLL CALL: Stella - Yes
Taney - Yes
Thomas - Yes
MOTION CARRIED.
MOTION by Thomas, second by Taney, to donate $500 to the Blytheburn Lake Association for the 2015
Fishing Derby. Last year the Township donated $500.
ROLL CALL: Stella - No
Taney - Yes
Thomas - Yes
MOTION CARRIED.
The Mountaintop Area COG has accepted Rice Township for membership and will be passing an Ordinance at
their June meeting. Rice Township residents must purchase a sticker from the Township Secretary for $10 in
order to utilize their composting facility. The composting facility is located in the Crestwood Industrial Park
and is open Wednesdays from 10am - 2pm and Saturdays from 10am - 4pm. Yard waste may be disposed of an
compost may be obtained for $10 per truckload. Stickers are valid for 1 year; proof of residency is required at
the time of purchase.
Marcia Thomas stated that we are trying to obtain more information from the COG so that we may provide
handouts to the residents explaining what is/isn't acceptable to be disposed of at the composting facility.
Many residents have expressed concern regarding the Gypsy Moth infestation. A homeowners guide to treating
this issue was found on the DCNR website, which can be located on the Rice Township website
(http://www.ricetwp.com). Luzerne County did not sign up to participate in the spraying program for 2015.
Spraying may be done individually at the homeowner's expense, a list of companies licensed to perform this
service is available to the public.
The Rice Township Municipal Building was used as the polling place for the May 19, 2015 Primary Election.
The Municipal Offices were closed for the day. The Police and Public Works departments operated on their
normal schedules.
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The Rice Township Police Department will be joining Wright Township and Fairview Township Police
Departments for "National Night Out." The event will take place on August 4, 2015 from 4pm to 9pm at the
Wright Township Park.
The Luzerne County Solid Waste Management Department has announced Free Electronic Recycling
Collection for the following dates and locations:
June 6, 2015 - Butler Township Fire Hall from 9 am to 3 pm
June 13, 2015 - Hanover Area Junior Senior High School from 9 am to 3 pm
Flyers are available to the public and contain a list of acceptable items for collection.
SOLICITOR'S REPORT:
No report.
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Mark Manosky asked if Fairwood and Aleksander Boulevards are the only roads to be repaired for this year.
Marcia Thomas stated that she would be happy to see what happens with the bids and then look at the other
roads recommended for repair by the Engineer. She asked if he was concerned with the state of Wilderness
Drive. Mark Taney stated that there are 4 roads of immediate concern to him, one of which was Wilderness
Drive. He stated that 2 sections of the road that may completely fall apart if the Township does not act soon.
Taney added that sections of Henry Drive are in the same condition. Marcia Thomas suggested amending the
Motion to include Wilderness Drive as an add alternates. She believes that the worst section of Wilderness
starts at mailbox #8 and goes up the hill. She stated that she would like to see some tree trimming at the bottom
of the U to bring some sunlight into that area to help dry out the road in between snow storms.
MOTION by Thomas, second by Stella, to amend the previous Motion to include a section of Wilderness Drive
(from mailbox #8 and up the hill) as an add alternate.
ROLL CALL: Stella - Yes
Taney - Yes
Thomas - Yes
MOTION CARRIED.
Miller Stella recommends having the tree trimming done in January or February when the leaves are off the
trees. He stated that the Township will get the best price in that time period as well.
Theresa Gushaulis asked if the Township is in communication with PennDOT regarding repairs to Nuangola
Road and Church Road. Bob Pipech explained that PennDOT was originally going to pave it, but now they're
just patching potholes. Mark Taney stated that he has been in contact with Representative Mullery's Office
regarding the situation. The process is up to PennDOT scheduling. Residents are encouraged to call
Representative Mullery's office with concerns as well.
Dennis Kijek asked if the Treasurer's report was read; Marcia Thomas confirmed that it was read and approved.
Mr. Kijek asked why the 5-year plan did not include all Township roads. Marcia explained that the Township
requested a prioritized list, but that's not to say it's set in stone. Other roads may be added in time.
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Denise Manosky suggested installing a blinking yellow light near the Ice House Pub. She stated that making a
left onto Nuangola Road from Heslop Road is very dangerous due to traffic coming from that direction. She
has diverted her route down Willoweby for better sight distance. Marcia Thomas asked all residents to be
conscious of their driving speed for the safety of other residents.
Bruce Sabatini, representing Cub Scout Pack 433, asked about sponsoring a clean-up of the Rice Township
Nature Trail. Marcia Thomas approved the clean-up and invited the Cub Scouts to come to a meeting to explain
the project.
MOTION by Thomas, second by Stella, to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Alicia E. Stier
Secretary

9

