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BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Board of Supervisors of Glenburn Township, Lackawanna
County, Pennsylvania by authority of and pursuant to the provisions of Act of 1968, P.L. 805, No. 247 of the General
Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, approved July 31, 1968, as reenacted and amended, known and
cited as the "Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code," as follows:
ARTICLE I
GENERAL PROVISIONS
100 Adoption and Conflict
The Glenburn Township Zoning Ordinance of May 20, 1985, as amended, is hereby amended and restated in its
entirety as hereinafter set forth. This Zoning Ordinance is not intended to and shall not be construed to affect or
change any other ordinance, code or regulation of the Township of Glenburn. If any other ordinance, code or
regulation of the Township of Glenburn is in conflict or inconsistent with the requirements of this Zoning Ordinance,
the most restrictive standards and provisions shall apply.
101 Title and Short Title
101.1
Title
AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING, PROHIBITING, REGULATING, RESTRICTING, AND DETERMINING THE
USES OF LAND, WATERCOURSES, AND OTHER BODIES OF WATER; THE SIZE, HEIGHT, BULK,
LOCATION, ERECTION, CONSTRUCTION, REPAIR, MAINTENANCE, ALTERATION, RAZING, REMOVAL
AND USE OF STRUCTURES; THE AREAS AND DIMENSIONS OF LAND AND BODIES OF WATER TO BE
OCCUPIED BY USES AND STRUCTURES AS WELL AS COURTS, YARDS, AND OTHER OPEN SPACES
AND DISTANCES TO BE LEFT UNOCCUPIED BY USES AND STRUCTURES: THE DENSITY OF
POPULATION AND INTENSITY OF USE; CREATING ZONING DISTRICTS AND ESTABLISHING THE
BOUNDARIES THEREOF; AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF A ZONING OFFICER; CREATING A
ZONING HEARING BOARD; AND PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION, AMENDMENT, AND
ENFORCEMENT OF THE ORDINANCE, INCLUDING THE IMPOSITION OF PENALTIES.
101.2
Short Title
This ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the "GLENBURN TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE."
102 Purpose
This Ordinance is adopted in accordance with an overall land use control program and with consideration for the
character of the municipality, its various parts and the suitability of the various parts for particular uses and structures.
This Ordinance is enacted for the following purposes:
A. To promote, protect and facilitate one or more of the following: the public health, safety, morals, general
welfare; coordinated and practical community development; density of population; civil defense and disaster
evacuation, airports, and national defense facilities; the provisions of adequate light and air; police
protection; vehicle parking and loading space; transportation; natural resources, agricultural land and uses;
the safe use of natural or artificial bodies of water, boat docks and related facilities; reliable, safe and
adequate water supplies; safe and adequate sewerage disposal, schools, public grounds and other public
requirements and other purposes set forth in the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code.
B.

To prevent one or more of the following: overcrowding of land, contamination of watercourses and other
bodies of water, blight, danger and congestion in travel and transportation, loss of health, life or property
from fire, flood, panic or other dangers.
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103 Community Development Objectives
This statement of the Community Development Objectives is included under the authority of Section 606 of the
Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code. The Community Development Objectives include, but are not limited
to the following:
A. To achieve the best use of the land within the Township, insuring that varying use of land and water bodies
will complement one another and thus improve the economic, social, and aesthetic character of the
community, while preserving the community’s natural viewsheds, land forms, and unique historical
attributes such as stone walls, barns, etc.
B.

To establish realistic population densities in order to insure health standards, privacy and open space and
in order to provide utilities, police protection, and community services and facilities in the most convenient
and efficient manner.

C.

To maintain and improve the road system for better internal circulation and movement of through traffic,
which will facilitate the efficient and safe movement of people and goods.

D. To encourage the creation and preservation of greenways and non-motorized trails to allow interconnection
of the community.
E.

To guide the location of future development and establish developmental standards in such a way that
negative impacts on the natural environment and natural resources are minimized, and to minimize existing
and future water, air, land and noise pollution.

F.

To provide the opportunity for a wide-range and variety of housing types to meet the needs of all Township
residents; newly-formed households, growing families and senior citizens.

G. To preserve open space for residential neighborhoods for passive and active recreation.
H. To update and revise planning goals and objectives, and the operational tools necessary for implementation,
in light of new data and changing conditions.
I.

To expand local business and strengthen the economy by encouraging well-planned commercial, industrial,
residential, and recreational growth which will provide for local employment, shopping facilities, and
recreational opportunities which in turn will strengthen the local tax base while preserving the rural
character and architectural integrity of the community.

J.

To strive for coordination between policies, plans, and programs in the community through cooperation
among governing officials, community interest groups, and the general populace.

Specific Objectives for Conservation Design for Residential Development
A. To conserve open land, including those areas containing unique and sensitive natural features such as
woodlands, steep slopes, streams, flood plains and wetlands, by setting them aside from development.
B.

To provide greater design flexibility and efficiency in the siting of services and infrastructure, including the
opportunity to reduce length of roads, utility runs, and the amount of paving required for residential
development.

C.

To reduce erosion and sedimentation by the retention of existing vegetation, and the minimization of
development on steep slopes.
December 2003

COMPILATION 2003
GLENBURN TOWNSHIP // Zoning Ordinance

General Provisions --- Page I-3

D. To provide for a diversity of lot sizes, building densities, and housing choices to accommodate a variety of
age and income groups, and residential preferences, so that the community's population diversity may be
maintained.
E.

To implement adopted municipal policies to conserve a variety of irreplaceable and environmentally
sensitive resource lands, including provisions for reasonable incentives to create a greenway and trail system
for the benefit of present and future residents.

F.

To implement adopted land use, transportation, and community policies, as identified in the Township's
Comprehensive plan.

G. To protect areas of the Township with productive agricultural soils for continued or future agricultural use,
by conserving blocks of land large enough to allow for efficient farm operations.
H. To create neighborhoods with direct visual access to open land, with amenities in the form of neighborhood
open space, and with a strong neighborhood identity.
I.

To provide for the conservation and maintenance of open land within the Township to achieve the abovementioned goals and for active or passive recreational use by residents.

J.

To provide multiple options for landowners in order to minimize impacts on environmental resources
(sensitive lands such as wetlands, flood plain, and steep slopes) and disturbance of natural or cultural
features (such as mature woodlands, hedgerows and tree lines, critical wildlife habitats, historic buildings,
and fieldstone walls).

K. To provide standards reflecting the varying circumstances and interests of individual landowners, and the
individual characteristics of their properties.
L.

To conserve scenic views and elements of the Township's rural character, and to minimize perceived
density, by minimizing views of new development from existing roads.

104 Interpretation
In interpretation and application, the provisions of this Ordinance shall be held to be the minimum requirements for
the promotion of the public health, safety, morals, and the general welfare of the Township and its citizens. It is not
intended to interfere with or abrogate or annul other rules, regulations, or ordinances of the Township except that
where this Ordinance imposes a greater restriction upon the use of buildings or premises or upon the height of a
building, or requires larger open spaces than are imposed by such other rules, regulations, or ordinances, the
provisions of this Ordinance shall control.
105 Severability
In the event that any provision, section, sentence, or clause of this Ordinance shall be held to be unconstitutional, such
invalidity shall not affect or impair any remaining part of this Ordinance, it being the intent of the Township that such
remainder shall be and shall remain in full force and effect.
106 Effective Date
This Zoning Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.
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